M                              HlbTOKY   OF  GEEAT  BKITAIN

passed, it became lax in discipline and morality and became corrupt

A,   Beligious Causes

1 Abuse of Power by the Pope.   There was a keen resentment

Against the enormous powers possessed by the Pope and the way in

which he used them;

(a) The Pope of Rome thought himself to be the represen-
tative oi God on earth and so he expected the ruler of
every Christian State to pay due obedience to his orders
right or wrong. If he was displeased with any Christian
King for any reason he could punish him by declaring
that he was no more a Christian and as such he forfeited
the right to rule the Christian subjects. He had other wea-
pons too which he could employ against Christian Kings.

(b)  The Pope sold 'Indulgences*  (pardon certificates) to in-
dulged persons for forgiving their sins in return for a cer-
tain amount of money.   This clearly * means that people
were robbed in the name of religion, otherwise how could
God be expected to be so greedy as to accept bribe to
pardon sins.

(c)  Every  Christian ruler was required to pay   Tirst  Fruit'
(the portion of income of his Kingdom during the first
year) to the Pope.

(d)  The Pope sold high ecclesiastical offices in different states
for heavy prices.

(e)  Ordinarily one bishop was expected to manage one church
with etliciency.   But the Pope received a heavy amount
of money from a bishop who was put in charge of a num-
ber of Churches.   In such cases the bishop could not but
be corrupt as well as inefficient.   All that has been said
above shows that the Papcy had ceased to be the religious
centre of Christendom.   The Popes were no longer the
spiritual guides of the people.   They were more concerned^
with spreading their own Kingdom than the Kingdom of
Christ  and they took no   interest in   safeguarding   the
morality of   the people whom   Providence    had placed
under their care.   They were corrupt and had little of the
true spirit of religion and purity and sublimity.   The cor-
ruption of the head was but a sign of the decay of the
members under him.

1 Vices Among the Greater Clergy. The greater clergy were
given to a life of luxury, idleness and greed. They negleced tte duties
4& their office and took absolutely no interest in the welfare of the peo-
pfe. From religious point of view they were considered to be the
guardians of the people's character but actually ttey had forgot their
Wgfi ideals and moral responsibilities.

Tflte Clergy claimed to be above the laws of the land and claimed
special rights and privileges. This attitude of mind made them prond

foigetful of their duties and noble   mission which Christianty